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Wituiam GoopELL, Editor. | Hills, Hugh Smith, Victor Kingsley, Jas. Gregg, Stephen 

Saucer Witpe, Proprietor. | H. Taft, Wm. S. Lany, Montgomery Merrick, Hamilton 

Txaus: One Dollar a year, in advance. . | Littlefield, John B. Edwards, Caleb Calkins, Wm. A. Bab- 

Direct business age O18 era x! shin inital cock, Silas T. Fyler, Henry Collins, Wm. O. Duvall, John 
aidan. te co ecieman meshes asend Sawyer, Jacob Randall, Hiram B. Lewis. 

PROSPECTUS. William Goodell was then nominated for Governor, Sid- 


Oar object, by this publication, is to premote pure religion, sound morals, | ney A, Beers for Lieutenant Governor, Zenas Brockett for 


: lition of slavehulding, caste, the rum-traflic, and ; * os : . : 
Christian reforms ; the abo ’ ’ ’ ' r * 
cared erimes—the application of Christian principles to ail the relations, du- Canal Commissioner, and Ellis Clizbee for State Prison In 


ties, business arrangements, and aims of life ;—to the individual, the family, spector. 

’ : * * 4s : 

the Church, the State, the Nation—to the work of converting the world to/ A State Committee consisting of W. W. Chapman, Otis 
God, restoring the common brotherhood of man, and rendering Society the | Ginmons, J. C. Harrington, C. A. Hammond, and Geo. W. 


of heaven. Our text book is the Bible ; our standard, the Divine law ; . 4 
ourexpedieucy, obedience ; our plan, the Gospel ; our trust, the Divine prom- Clark, were then chosen, after which the State Convention 











ses; our panoply, the whole armor of God. adjourned sine die, and the National Convention resumed 
sar Fditors friendly, please copy, or notice. its session. 
rr | Chas. A. Hammond reported, on behalf of the Business 
| ° . s 
Ee ANSESLESS RATHTEAS CONVENES. | Committee, the following resolutions ; 


This meeting convened at Syracuse, on Wednesday, the; Wuereas, The sole legitimate end of all true govern- 
20th of Aug at 10 o’clock a m, T. B. M’Cormick of Ohio | ment, is the protection of human rights, the execution of 
was chosen President, Ellis Clisbee, of N. Y. Vice Presi- equal and exact justice between a man and his neighbor- 


and whereas, the parties whose nominations are already 
dent, and G. W. Putnam, and G. L. Brockett of N. Y., Sec-| before the people do not even profess this as their great ob- 


retaries. Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Gordon of Ohio. | ject, but on the contrary, are forward to assure slavehold- 
A Business Committee was appointed, consisting of Geo. | ers, who trample on all human rights, that they will pro- 


: _E. N. Back N. Y. h _ | tect them in so doing, therefore, 
Gordon of Ohio, Jas. E. N. Backus of y Sapien & 1. Resolved, That the friends of GOVERNMENT, as opposed 


Foster of Mass., Frederick Douglas of N. ¥., Mrs. Elizabeth to disorder, violence, and outrage, have no other alterna- 
C. Stanton of N. Y., and Chas. A. Hammond of N. Y. A| tive but to make a new nomination for President and Vice 
letter of Hon. Gerrit Smith, inclosing fifty dollars, to the | President of these’United States. = = — 

Convention, was then read; also letters from Chas.C. Foote| 2. Resolved, That while we regard with unmitigated ab- 
of Mich, Jas. Gregg of N. Y., Geo. Buchanan of Penn. horrence, the dogma of the Breckinridge party, that slaves 
Jan. C tin ‘Pp dL. C. Hough of Oki ?/ are, by natural law, the property of their masters, and 
a Oe eey Sae as ough o . i ais hence to be protected as property in the Territories ; still 

A Committee on Finance was appointed, consisting of | we are suneiite that this position is the only une which an 

Chas. A. Hammond, J. C. Harrington, and T. L. Carson, | can consistently take, who refuse to hoist the flag of Radi- 


i inti istribu- | C@l Abolition; and that we shall expect to see all who now 
for the purpose of attending to the printing and distribu ecsany the 6 cenpromies positions of the Douglas and Re- 


ten of tickets, publishing letters, &c. _ | publican parties or the non-committal platform of the Bell 
Two o’clock p. m. was fixed on as the hour for nomina-| party, to ——— range themselves under the piratical 
tions. flag of the universality of the rights of slavery, or the only 


The Business Committee then retired, when Mr. W. S. "e ye mau 00 page: ito of the ng ny . 

; ; ‘ . Resolve at for Abolitionists to vote for a candi- 
Riy, editor of the Free South Hewspep - “ Bempent, date like Abraham Lincoln, who stands ready to execute 
Ky., addressed the Convention, advocating Radical views, | the accursed Fugitive Slave Law, to suppress insurrections 
and complaining of C. M. Clay, for his desertion of the radi- among slaves, to admit new slave States, and to support 
cals of Kentucky in the hour of trial. The Convention then | the ostracism, socially and politically, of the black man of 
adjourned till half past one o’clock. the North, is to give the lie to their professions ; to expose 

rey wi yaw = Nee ; <= ha do what they can, to 
AFTERNOON SESSION. t far off, the day of the slave’s deliverance. 
pu ’ y 

Mr. Geo. W. Putnam, at the opening of the meeting, of-| 4. Resolved, That the almost infinitestimal amount of an- 
fered a resolution denouncing C. M. Clay for his conduct | ti-slavery professions made by the Republican party, are 
towards the Kentucky abolition! hich, af id entirely inadequate to cover or excuse the Heaven-defying 

SOR) ONC SEER, WHER, GUNS Com €r- | effrontry, with which it proclaims its intentions to “quiet 
able discussion, was laid upon the table, to attend to nomi- a ig ery the subject of the slave’s right to liberty. 
nations. 5. Resolved, That in refusing to protect the people from 

C. A. Hammond moved the nomination of Gerrit Smith, | the desolating scourges of the rum traffic, where it not only 
which, aft ‘derablo di : ied ’ | has the power, but an admitted right to do so, it has demon- 

» Biter Considerable Giscussion, was carried, @ Very | strated that a party that allows the rights of the black man 


respec able minority preferring William Goodell. to be outraged, cannot be relied on for protection to the 
Samuel McFarland of Pa., was nominated for Vice Presi- | white population. 
dent. 6. Resolved, That as rights are not governed by the acci- 


. dent of color or condition, so, too, do we deny that the dif- 
A collection was then taken up to defray necessary ex- ference of sex, causes difference in rights ; tbat woman has 
penees. as perfect social property, and political rights, as man. 
A National Committee was then appointed, consisting of . Resolved, That we seed, at the hands of our Nation- 
W. W. Chapman of N. Y., Stephen S. Foster of Mass., Mrs. al Government, a Homestead Bill, which shall not only 


. leave every landless settler the opportunity to acquire a 
B.C. Stanton of N. Y., Chas. C. Foote of Mich., and T. B. home without money and without Nott, (save the cost of 


McCormick of Ohio, as Chairman. The Convention then transfer.) but we also demand of it a statute against land 
took a recess of half an hour, when a State Convention was oe . 


Organi Oj 8. Resolved, That for the present wide-spread corruption 
Gm at and Ellis Clisbee, of Montgomery, was called to in public and in private life, ‘the general indifference to the 


a Chair, and G. W. Putnam of Madison, and G. L. Brock- | rights of the weak and helpless, and for the ruin which, as 
on appointed Secretaries. a nation, stares us in the face in consequence thereof, the 

lowing persons were then chosen as candidates fi opular religion of this country, is mainly responsible. 
Presidential a vin 9. Resolved, That until a religion of Love to God and 
Electors at I, . , ; : Man, manifesting itself in inflexible adherence to the known 
at Large.—Frederick Douglas, J. C. Harrington. | wij] of the former, and unyielding regard for the rights and 


District Electors.—Chas. A. Hammond, Geo. W. Putnam, | interests of the latter, takes the place of the solemn shams 











and imposing nonsense which is now palmed off upon the 
people as the true religion, we shall continue to be cursed 
with the rule of slavery, ram, or whatever embodiment of 
selfishness and pride happens to be most potent in its influ- 
ence upon the popular mind. 

Mr. Uhapman presented the following, which was adopt- 
ed. 


10. Resolved, That Radical Abolitionism possesses a 
strong temperance element; and it is the design of the 
Radical Abolitionists to recommend stringent legislation on 
this subject, and to withhold their political suffrage from 
all the opponents of Temperance. 

After considerable discussion, and some trifling amend- 
ments, they were adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned till 714 o’clock. 

In the evening, Mr. G. W. Putnam presented the follow- 
ing resolutions, which, after remarks, were adopted. 

11. Resolved, That we look with pleasure upon the con= 
stant growth in the public mind, of the conviction that sla- 
—7 is, always and everywhere an ouTLaw; ever to be met 
with such means as an outraged people may choose. 

12. Resolved. Therefore, that the noble conduct of the 
rescuers of Nalle, at Troy, a few months since, the courage 
and devotion evinced by them on that occasion, are full of 
encouragement that the reign of slavery cannot last forever. 
_ 13. Resolved, Thet the recent action of the Grand Jury, 
in refusing to find a bill against those rescuers, meets our 
me ste approbation ; and we trust their example will be 
followed in all similar cases. 

14. Resolved, That the recent rescue of Sherman M. 
Booth, by ten brave citizens of Wisconsin, indicative as it is 
of a rising spirit of resistance among the people, is in the 


highest degree encouragi and we trust that this noble 
qnamnple-wilibbertuitowel tron ghout the fand, in all simi- 


lar cases. 

The resolution in reference to Cassius M. Clay, was then 
called up, and adopted as follows : 

15. Resolved, That the recent conduct of Cassius M. Clay 
in abandoning, and giving up to the tender mercies of an 
infuriated pro-slavery mob, John G. Fee, and the noble band 
of Radical Abolitionists in Kentucky, is in perfect keeping 
with his baseness when, a few years since, with loud 4 
fessions of a love of liberty, he volunteered to — the bat- 
tles of slavery in Mexico; and that in the light of these 
facts, the reputation for courage and devotion to Right, 
which he has so long held, is a reputation obtained under 
false pretences, and utterly without foundation. 

In the after part of the session, letters were received from 
B. G. Wright of IIl., also a set of resolutions from J. B. 
Dawson, adopted at a meeting of Radical Abolitionists in 
Martinsburgh, Ohio. 

The President, Mr. McCormick, made some remarks, 
when the Convention adjourned. 

T. B. McCormick, President. 


G. W. Putnam, ; 
G. L. Brockett, } Secretaries. 
———-—_ 0-0 —-s— 


LETTER OF GERRIT SMITH. 


To the President of the Liberty Party Convention, to be held 
in Syracuse August 29, 1860. 


Since the Autumn of 1858, I have not gone from home 
to attend a public meeting. All this time, until recently, 
my health has been poor. It is now vigorous. Neverthe- 
less my friends, and probably, most other persons would 


‘think it too soon after my entire prostration of both body 


and brain, for me to be taking part in exciting public oc- 
casions. 

What I have said will excuse me for not being at your 
Convention. Be assured that my absence from it is owing 
to no indifference to it. Your's is a Convention in behalf of 
realizing the just idea of civil government. Therefore am 
I deeply interested in it. Among all my conceptions of 
earthly good, civil government, and the christian church, 
stand pre-eminent. As the church is the union of all, for 
the welfare of each, so also is the government. It is true 
that whilst the church is to look after the entire welfare of 


















































































































































































subjects, than to protect their person and property. Nev- 
ertheless it is to occupy its narrow range, as faithfully and 
thoroughly as is the church its wide and limitless one. As 
the great heart of the church is to be ever concerned for 
the entire interests of all, so is the great power of the gov- 
ernment to be ever exerted to defend the person and prop- 
erty ofall. I need not add that such a church and such a 
government are yet to be seen. Hitherto both church and 
government have been oppressors, instead of protectors. 
Hitherto false religions, and consequently false politics have 
prevailed in all the earth. The day of superstitions and 
despotisms has not yet ended. That of the religion of rea- 
son and of Jesus Christ,—that of the true church and the 
true government—has not yet begun. Or, if begun, it is 
but in the earliest morning twilight. Members of the charch 
that now is, vote for slave-eatching and dramshop candi- 
dates. It istrue that some of them do it with reluctance ; 
and that some of them would not do it at all, were they not 
driven to it by party frenzy. Nevertheless they do it; and 
that too, in the face of their high pretensions of regard for 
temperance and freedom. Every church in the large de- 
nominations will so vote, at the coming election. Even Doc 
tor Cheever’s will. He will not himself, for he hasin a 
good degree outgrown his religion. But the members of 
his church will--for they still make more account of the 
doctrinal than the practical. They still judge men more by 
their doctrines than their practices. He does not, and God 
bless him that he does not. As tothe government, no more 
need be said to indicate its character, than that it licenses 
dramshops, and is the slaveholder’s hound. : 

I trust that your Convention will make a national ticket 
and also a New York State ticket. Not that I suppose 
either will get many votes. But that I warmly desire that 
the handful who wish to vote in accordance with the claims 
of absolute rectitude, of justice and mercy, may have the 
needed facilities for doing so. A man is made better and 
stronger by voting in the way his pure conscience bids him 
vote; and happy is the influence of his example, on those 
who see him se vote. 

Long ago did I become convinced that the American peo- 
ple have not virtue enough to impel them to vote against 
slavery and the dramshop. The ballot-box, if used to that 
end, would speedily bring slavery to a peaceful death. But 
the ballot-box must be left to serve slavery, and slavery 
must be left to go out in blood. So too could the dramshop 
be quickly voted to an end. Nevertheless it will be left to 
manufacture paupers, and madmen, and blasphemers, to fill 
the land with peril to person and property ; to take bread 
from the mouths of children, and to break mothers’ hearts. 

As I view things, the Convention will do well not to call 
for any great outlay of time and money to increase the vote 
for its tickets. I have, from first to last, spent much time, 
and tens of thousands of dollars, in endeavors to increase 
our abolition and Temperance vote. A little done in that 
way, would have been well. But I did much more than 
was called for. The time and money were at least half 
wasted. Two years ago I was simple enough to hope, that 
by great effort,jwe could carry our abolition and temper- 
ance vote in thisjState, up to thirty or forty, or even fifty 
thousand. I expended between four and five thousand dol- 
lars in hiring halls, and in paying printers, and lecturers, 
&c.; and I went to fifty-four meetings and begged, as on 
my knees, for votes. But instead of getting so many as 
would encourage us to try the ballot-box again, we got so 
few (but five to six thousand), as to leave us but little hope 
of soon, if indeed of ever, getting more. I would go into a 
county, and not be able to find a single man to vote our 
ticket. I was everywhere met by old fellow laborers in the 
cause of freedom and temperance, who, instead of giving 
me their co-operation, told me that I was ruining the Re- 
publican party. It seemed not to have occurred to them 
that the Republican party had ruined them. Nor did it seem 
to have oecurred to them that frecdom and temperance 
were better worth saving, than the Republican party. 

We do not need to employ presses and lecturers, to con- 
vince the people that slavery and the dramshop, are among 
the greatest crimes and abominations. The people are al- 
ready saturated with this conviction. But we do need to 
employ them to teach the people the true religion—the sim- 
ple religion of reason, common sense, and Jesus Christ. 
Had they this religion, they would be drawn to rational 


and righteous voting, as naturally and necessarily as the 
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needle is drawn to the pole. 

You will need a fund of one or two hundred dollars to 
defray the expense of printing tickets, and getting them in- 
to the hands of suitable depositaries in different parts of the 
country, who, in their turn, will give them out to the half 
dozen in this county, and the dozen in that, who refuse to 
vote the tickets of any party, which is so atheistic as to go 
but for white men, or so merciless as to recognize the law- 
fulness of slave hunts, or sunk so low in its views of human 
dignity, and human decency, as to see in the dramshop 
a haman want, The enclosed draft for fifty dollars, is my 
contribution to this end. 

Think not that I shall be sorry to find your Convention 
refusing to partake of my tone of discouragement. I shall 
rejoice if it can see encouragement to undertake to obtain 
a considerable vote at the approaching election, and if it 
can feel itself warranted to entertain the hope of a speedy 
overthrow of slavery and the dramshop by the force of po- 
litical action, I stand ready to work with your Conven- 
tion, even against hope. To work with those, who are en- 
deavoring by peaceful means to rid the world of oppression 
and intemperance—would do me good, and them good, and 
the world good, even if the direct object of our work should 








remain entirely unaccomplished. Your friend, 

Petersoro, August 27, 1860. Gerrit Smitu. | 

————_>_ —~40 oes | 

EDITORIAL REVIEW OF THE PRECEEDING DOCU- 
MENTS. 

Having laid before our readers the Minutes and Resolu- 
tions of the Rapicat ABotition NaTIonaL ConvENTION at 
Syracuse, the 29th ult., together with the Letter of the 
Presidential Candidate nominated by that Convention, we 
deem it incumbent on us to accompany the publication of 
them with a frank and honest expression of our own views 
in respect to them. Considerations of personal delicacy, as 
well as of personal friendship, suggest motives for suppres- 
sing some thoughts which frankness and honesty will, how- 
ever, compel us to utter ; but we hope to say what we have 
to say, in a spirit of fraternal kindness and candor towards 
old friends and associates, whose right to differ from us we 








hold as sacred as our own right to differ from them. 

In the first place, then, we say, we are not pleased with 
the idea of going into battle under the leadership of a Gen- 
eral who tells his army, before hand, that he has little or 
no hope of ultimate success, in the undertaking—That 
there is, indeed, no prospect of a successful issue of the 
Great Struggle hetween Despotism and Freedom, or even 
of making what worldly politicians would regard a respect- 
able commencement of that struggle, during the pending 
Presidential contest, no one needs be told. But, in a world 
wherein the most glorious and enduring achievements in be- 
half of human progress, whether moral, religious or politi- 
cal are almost uniformly connected with the feeblest and 
most derided beginnings, a world in which the most glori- 
ous and enduring achievment ever witnessed was by a lead- 
er with but twelve followers, all of whom, in the hour of 
peril, forsook him and fled—in such a world, in prosecu- 
tion of the same enterprize, and under the same patronage 
and guidance, we can, by no means consent to listen to the 
desponding tones of the leader selected for the present 
campaign. Nor, on the supposition that so desponding a 
leader was wisely selected, and that his proclamation of 
despondency was considerately and wisely emblazoned up- 
on his banner, can we perceive the wisdom of selecting any 
leader, or of going into the battle at all. We are not cer- 
tain that “a man is made better and stronger” by a strug- 
gle of desperation, without faith or hope, or that “a happy 
influence” is exerted by “his example”—“on those who see 
him” thus struggling. Precisely the opposite effects, we 
think we witness, daily, both upon those who thus labor, 
and upon those who witness such labors. 

We hold to the sentiment of the old Roman, as para- 
phrased by Addison, that. 

“Fear, admitted into public counsels ‘‘Betrays, like treason.” 

We hold, on (to us) a far higher authority, that there are 
no moral victories for “the fearful and unbelieving”—shut 
up, as they are, to the alternation of turning aside, in to 
crooked ways.” 

What cause, like discouragement, has paralized and 
thinned the ranks of radical abolitionsts, for fifteen years 





past, and sent them running through the swampy thickets 








of expediency, after such will-o-wisps as Vay 
Hale, and Fremont, (not to add Lincoln) while notes of de. 
spondency, and of semi-endorsements of such politician, 
have been continually sounding in their ears? (Consider. 
ing that those notes and semi-endorsements have come from 
their chief-standard bearer, after whose name they are com: 
monly called, is it not almost a miracle that any of then 
still remain firm? Has the experiment of “wor; 
against hope” proved a benefit, either to the worker, or 
thelookerson? So long as the leader predicts defeat, is i 
credible that a victory will be achieved ? Was it thus thy 
Joshua, Gideon, Jephae, Sampson, Alexander, Cysar, ang 
Napoleon, did exploits? Was it thus that Paul and Lut. 
er, and Granville Sharp triumphed ? 

The maxims of Christian heroism, “What ought to be don 
can be done” —“Expect great things attempt great things’ 
have been pulled down, at Syracuse, and the watch-word 
‘Expect n@thing attempt little’ has been run up in their 
stead. Can men be blamed, if with such a banner befor 
them, they fail to enlist? Or that, if enlisted, they shoulg 
obey marching orders,—and by attempting little, accom. 
plish nothing ? 

Excuse us, brethren. We have witnessed such exper. 
ments long enough, and too long, already. We cannot 
fight our battles, under that banner. We had rather go 
“on our own hook.” We impugn the motives of no one. 
We censure no one. We withdraw friendship from x 
one. The brethren at Syracuse have done what they 
thought best. And so must we. 

If we were in a mood for discouragement, we could not 
draw nutriment for it, from the Radical abolition vote of 
1858 in New York, by far the largest and most encourag. 
ing radical abolition vote ever cast in America—nay, strict 
ly, the first, the only appreciable radical abolition yote ever 
cast in this country at all. Who would exchange that vote 
of 5,000, on the platform of national abolition, for the 15, 
000 polled in the same State, in 1844, on the Liberty plat 
form, as it then stood, a platform but little elevated above 
the level now attributed to the Republican party? Who 
would accept 150,000 such votes for it? We would not 
certainly.—But Gerrit Smith, desponding as he commonly 
is, anticipated 30 to 50,000. No wonder he did, when Gree. 
ley of the Tribune, Raymond of the Times, and Weed of 
the Evening Journal, the three shrewdest calculators in 
the State, or perhaps, in the nation, anticipated and openly 
predicted it for him. No wonder he did, when it cost Sew. 
ard the “irrepressible” speech, the Chicago nomination, and 
prospectively, the Presidency, to prevent the prediction 
from becoming history,—The abolitionists voted for Mor- 
gan, whom their votes could, and did elect, because Seward 
had made them believe he was approximating toward the 
radical abolition platform, and would, perhaps, reach it, in 
time. A higher type of religion would indeed, have saved 
them from that folly, as Gerrit Smith says, in his letter. 
But why, and how would it have been so? Simply because 
such a religion, based as it is, on an intelligent and unws- 
vering faith in the Bible, as God’s word, the paramount rule 
of duty, high above all the calculations and expedients of 
human reason, would have taught and impelled them t 
vote for no man whom they could nut believe would be 
“just, ruling in the fear of God,” “executing justice betweens 
man and his neighbor.” For want of this rule in their hearts 
they set their “reason and common sense” as they called 
them, at work to make calculations as to what they sup- 
posed would produce the “greatest amount of good.” For 
want of this, they had become discouraged, as to the feasi- 
bility of doing anything, by voting upon the Bible prince 
ple of eternal right. In a word, they had breathed too long 
the malaria of discouragement, they had listened too long 
to notes of discouragement at the hopeless prospect of la 
boring for and with God, with only a handful of votes! 
Had they been strong in the Lord, had they leaned upon 
His word, they never would have gone down into Egypt, 
for help. They never would have learned to cherish the 
overweening liberality and charity, falsely so called, which 
tempts even reformers to regard with favor the selfish dem- 
agogues who lie in wait to deceive, and of whom, the Bible 
bids them take heed and beware. It is the lack of holy 
reverence for the lively oracles of God, that thus sends them 
adrift upon a sea of expediency, without chart, rudder, oF 
compass, to direct their course. Discouragement in 
doing, is the child, as well as the parent of unbelief. It 
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ve in the first place, from the weakness or want of 


faith ; and then, when matured and habitual, it begets and 
brings forth, a progeney of the most monstrous unbeliefs. 

It is this simple want of reliance upon the plain direc- 
tions of God’s word, to “deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor,’’ to “proclaim liberty throughout all the 

Jand, unto all the inhabitants thereof,” and to do this by the 

vering and hopeful effort to choose wise and guvod ru- 

Jers, that gives rise ¥ countenance to all the vain expedi- 

ents and substitutes, for such direct and righteous political 

action. The schemes of killing out slavery, by merely pro- 
hibiting the slave trade, of colonizing the oppressed, of sep- 
srating the white and colored races, of separating the slave- 
holding from the non-slaveholding States, of limiting sla- 
yery within its original or present geographical boundaries; 
of preventing its extension into new Territory, without sup- 
pressing slaveholding where it already exists, of choking 
slavery to death by free emigration, of putting it down by 
bloody incursions and civil war, of buying off the slavehold- 
ers by offering them compensation, all these, as substitutes of 
national abolition, by choosing good rulers, have their ori- 
+, in one common source, nay, rather, they are but differ- 
eat developments and phases of the one great compromise 
error, namely, that of resorting to mere human devices, ex- 
jents, calculations, estimates of consequences and reason 
ings, instead of listening to the voice of conscience, and the 
plain teachings of God’s word. There are just two stand- 
ards and guides of political action ; namely, the wit of man, 
and the wisdom of God. 

As an extreme illustration of the extent to which the hu- 
man mind may run, even in the most gifted and philanthro- 
pic, in the search after expedients, we may mention that of 
adding to our already overburdened nation of slaveholders 
and slaves, the acquisition of a neighboring province of 
slaveholders and slaves, and another liable to become such, 
asa means of mitigating the miseries of the enslaved, or of 
promoting their future liberation, or of benefitting some- 
body in some way. 

We mention all these projects, in the same connection, 
as being at once the effects of discouragement, in the first 
place, and causes of discouragement, ever afterward. While 
the eyes of philanthropists are kept steady to the one only 
true remedy, prescribed by infinite goodness and wisdom, 
for the great national sins of oppression and of tolerating 
oppression, they will have no time nor temptation to devise or 
to run after vain expedients, nor will they become discour- 
aged in their work. But whenever philanthropists allow 
themselves to be amused and entangled with such projects 
and expedients, they will become divided in their councils, 
and discouraged in their operations. 

Into this dark labyrinth of rocks and shoals, we cannot 
permit our humble bark to enter. We prefer deep water, 
and sea-room, clear sunlight and a fresh breeze. We can- 
not trim our sails to expedients, nor steer our course with- 
out a definite port in view, nor as a part of a fleet, whose 
Admiral understands its destination to be the reefs of des- 
traction. 

We cannot—dropping the figure—we cannot help to car- 
ry on a struggle at the ballot box, with the understanding 
that it is to be a hopeless one, and that the bayonet of lo- 
cal resistance and bloodshed, is, after all, to be the only 
hope for the slave or the country. We have no belief that 
people, with the power of the ballot in their hands; and 
Without faith, hope, courage, and fidelity, to wield it wise- 
ly, will ever have the courage, skill, and love of freedom, 
to preserve or to regain their liberties by fighting for them. 
Taking the proceedings of the Syracuse Convention, as a 
whole, its resolutions and the letter of its Presidential Can- 
didate—however the documents may have been intended, 
—Wwe cannot read them into anything more hopeful than 
this. So far, at least, as the support of the Presidential 
candidate is concerned, we can see no better destiny in pros- 
pect, by his own showing. To the sound of such a trum- 
pet, who shall prepare himselffor the battle, or for anything 
bat ignominious flight? We want a Joshua and a Caleb, 

i whose sight the hosts of Israel, as compared with their 
enemies, are not “as grasshoppers,” but who will say to the 
People, “Let us go up at once, and possess the land, for we 
are well able to overcome it.” 

Nor can we consent, after the bad precedent of the Mis- 
suri Compromise, to offer up, upon the altar of Moloch, 


preservation of the other half. We want a standard bear- 
er who, on our behalf, and in the name of God and humani- 
ty, will demand freedom for our whole country, our undivi- 
ded country, the South as well as the North, the colored as 
well as the white, and who will never, for any considera- 
tion, surrender that position. We deny the right of the 
North, involved as she is, in the common national guilt, to 
consent to a separation of the States, until the slaves are set 
free. The same vote that would be necessary to ratify the 
separation, might as well suffice, and could be more easily 
obtained, to preserve national unity, by ordaining national 
freedom. To the Syracuse Convention, we sent a resolution 
for its consideration, to this effect. But we see no allusion 
to it, nor to the subject, ig the proceedings. Of this we do 
not complain, nor that a leader was selected, whose recent 
published letter to Frederick Douglas, and note to the pro- 
posal of John Driver of Alabama, might have rendered in- 
congruous, the adoption of such a resolution. We only say 
that our Liberty party, the only one we have ever known, 
has never consented to compromise the slavery question, by 
a division line of 36° 30’, or by any other parallel of lati- 
tude or longitude. Its policy has been broadly distinguished 
in this particular, from that of other abolitionists, who, 
from their views of the Constitution, despair of any national 
abolition of slavery, and naturally look to dissolution, as the 
remaining alternative. If the Liberty party, too, innocula- 
ted with the virus of despondency, is to become a dissolu- 
tion party, we can only say that we are to be counted out- 
side of it. If the generation that came up out of Egypt, 
cannot afford to cross the Jordan, there is a coming gener- 
ation that will. 

We want, in our Liberty party, a teaching, educating, 
moulding, enlightening, moving power, luminous with truth 
and strong in principle, however small it may be. We need 
it none the less so, but thé more so, because we do not ex- 
pect the immediate election of our candidates. Such a par- 
ty, to be of value, must be homogenius, combining the ele- 
ments of unity, precision, compactness, congruity, self-con- 
sistency, power. It should be a foundation to build upon. 
a school, teaching by example. Its nominations should be 
its documents, its votes its commentaries. Not by the num- 
ber of votes polled, more or less, but by the soundness of 
its positions, the qualifications of statesmanship exhibited 
in its candidates, especially its leading ones, its true 
strength is to be tested. An acquaintance with its candi- 
dates should convey the knowledge of its principles and 
measures, The public indeed look for the Platform of the 
party in its Presidential candidate, call the party by his 
name, and hold it responsible for his principles and meas- 
ures. 

A disunion candidate, indicates a disunion party, of 
course. By hypothetically consenting to disunion, the can- 
didate compromits the party that, with cognizance of the 
fact, nominates him. 

One other development of the philosophy of desponden- 
cy, claims our attention. Our philanthropic friend, Gerrit 
Smith says: 

“Long ago did I hecome convinced that the American 
people have not virtue enough to impel them to vote against 
slavery and the dram shop. The ballot box, if used to that 
end, would speedily bring slavery to a peaceful death. But 
the ballot box must be left to serve slavery, and slavery 
must be left to gooutin blood. So, too, could the dram 
shop be quictly voted to an end. Nevertheless it will be 
left to manufacture paupers and mad men and blasphemers, 
to fill the land with peril to persons and property, to take 
bread from the mouths of children, and to break mother’s 
hearts.” 

The ballot box is therefore of little consequence. At 
least, until something else shall have been first accomplish. 
ed. What is that something. We shall see, as we pro- 
ceed. But is the Liberty party, in the mean time, to be 
abandoned? Or the holding of its nominating Conventions 
suspended? No. The name of Gerrit Smith is appended to 
the call for that Convention, and he is anxious to secure for 
it a large attendance. But to what end? A purpose it 
must have, of some sort. We naturally look for it, in “the 

Letter to the Convention.” We find in that many admirable 
sentiments. Particularly are we pleased with its timely 

reproofs of Abolitionists and Temperance men who would 

save the Republican party, rather than Temperance and 

Freedom—would avert ruin from the Republican party, all 

unconscious of the fact, that that party has ruined them. 





one-half of our common country, as a peace-offering for the 





“We do need to employ them” (i. e. wage we and same | 

to teach the people the true religion, the — agen 
reason, common sense and Jesus Christ. Had they - 
ligion, they would be drawn to rational and righteous vot- 
ing,” &e., &e. 

Now, if we might understand this as only meaning that 
presses and lecturers are needed to teach or persuade the 
people to practice the religion of Jesus Christ, a religion in 
accordance with reason and common sense, we could readi- 
ly agree with the sentiment. 

But if the meaning be that it is necessary to teach anoth- 
er religion than that which is taught in the Bible, or neces- 
sary to teach men to reject some of the teachings of the 
Bible, then we must earnestly dissent. And especially 
must we be excused from being responsible for the doings 
of a political party whose votes and nominations are not ex- 
pected to accomplish its ostensible objects, but whose chief 
value is to be the facilities its conventions afford for promot- 
ing theological “reforms” of the description thus indicated. 

If this latter be not the meaning, how are we to under- 
stand such sweeping statements in the Letter as the follow- 
ing. 

“IT need not add that such a church and such a govern- 
ment are yet to be seen. Hitherto, both church and gov- 
ernment, have been oppressors instead of protectors. Hitherto 
false religions and consequently false politics have pre- 
vailed in all the earth.” 

Are there no exceptions to be recognized? Are all to 
be included in the same condemnation ? Are pro-slavery 
churches and anti-slavery churches to be bound up togeth- 
er in the same bundle, and together be cast into the fire? If 
not, why neglect to make the just discrimination between 
them ? 

Instead of saying what the Letter says, why not say 
“Hitherto, a majority of the churches and governments have 
been oppressors ?” 

The churches of the apostolic age—were they oppressors 
instead of protectors? The churches of Great Britain, by 
whose influence mainly, the abolition of slavery in the Brit- 
ish West Indies was effected, were they oppressors instead 
of protectors? The churches in this country who are ex- 
erting themselves, like Dr. Cheever’s, for the same object, 
are they oppressors iustead of protectors? Even if it be 
true, as the Letter assumes, without evidence, that Dr. 
Cheever’s church has not yet learned the full extent of its 
political duties, does that prove that it needs to throw away 
the religion of the Bible, or the doctrines of its creed, de- 
rived from it? That same Bible and these very doctrines 
which have led and encouraged them to commence their ef- 
forts against slavery ?—Or, does it not rather prove that 
the church needs to study its Bible and its church creed, 
and learn more perfectly to earry out their requisitions ? 
Of Dr. Cheever himself, the Letter says :— 

“He will not, himself, vote for dram shops and slave 
catchers, for he has, ina good degree outgrown his relig- 
ton. 

Without stopping to inquire on what authority this dis- 
tinction is made between tbe Church of the Puritans and 
Dr Cheever, it is more directly to our purpose to ask what 
religion of Dr. Cheever it is, that he has in a good degree 
outgrown? Is it the religion of Justice and Mercy? Mr. 
Smith will not admit that this was his meaning. Was it 
any pro-slavery or anti-temperance religion that he for- 
merly cherished? No. He never had any such religion. 
He has not changed his religion. He was early taught the 
religion of the Bible, in the orthodox exposition of it, and 
espoused it as the vital element and rule of his life. When 
the Temperance enterprize began, he espoused the Temper- 
ance cause. When the Anti-Slavery enterprize began he 
espoused the abolition cause, (as Geo. Thompson lately bore 
testimony in London) about the time that Gerrit Smith has 
admitted that he did—because he believed the orthodox 
doccrine of regeneration, a change of heart, immediate and 
unconditional repentance, a doctrine derived from the Bi- 
ble and from the orthodox exposition of it, a doctrine that, 
like all the other doctrines of Bible orthodoxy, is of the most 
vital practical bearing, a doctrine that cannot be heartily 
embraced and obeyed, without producing the fruits of prac- 
tical godliness, a doctrine congruous and in harmony with 
no intellegible system of religious instruction on earth, ex- 
cept the orthodox, one of the very shibboleths of the ortho- 
dox creed, as total abstinence is, with the tetotallers—as 
immediate and unconditional emancipation is, with aboli- 





It is in this connection that the writer says : 





tionists.—By perseverance in this orthodox doctrine, and es- 
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pecially by » more vigorous and distinct application of it, 
to the great sin of our country, and invigorated by all the 
kindred orthodox doctrines, Dr. Cheever is now dealing 
death-blows upon the monster, not giving way to discour- 
agement and predicting that nothing can be accomplished, 
—But Dr. Cheever, (says Gerrit Smith,) has, “in a good de- 
gree, outgrown his religion !” 

This explains, if we mistake not, what religion Mr. Smith 
would gladly persuade himself that “Dr. Cheever has out- 
grown”—and what religion it is, that he tells the Syracuse 
Nominating Convention, we need presses and lecturers to 
displace, “by the simple religion of reason” &c. It is the 
same Religion that he so strongly opposed in his “Three 
Discourses on the Religion of Reason” published in 1859. 
We think he will not deny that such is the meaning of his 
Letter te the Syracuse Convention, published as a part of 
its proceedings, and with its funds.—Those three discours- 
es are levelled directly against the current belief of Chris- 
tendom, for sixteen centuries, that the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments are of divine authority, “given 
by inspiration of God,” and against the system of religious 
beliefs understood to be taught by the great majority of in- 
telligent and exemplary christians of all the ages and 
countries in which they have lived—the religious beliefs of 
Luther, of John Knox, of the Puritans, of Edwards, Hop- 
kins, Wesley, Cowper, Howard, Wilberforce, Sharp, Clark- 
son, and of the principal pioneers of the anti-slavery enter- 
prize in America, ia the beginning of their courageous la- 
bors, not excepting William Lloyd Garrison and Gerrit 
Smith, when their heaviest blows were struck, particularly 
when the latter, by “preaching Bible politecs’” wrought won- 
ders in Central New York. 

This religion, described +s being “the current or popular 
religion of the country,” and thus, injuriously identified with 
its opposite, the pro slavery religion of the country, and an- 
alized by its leading doctrines, denominated evangelical or 
orthodox, the “Three Discourses on the Religion of Reason” 
elaborately opposed, and then proceeded to say.— 

“Thus have I set before you, as far as I well could, with- 
in the narrow limits of a single discourse, the religion of na- 
ture. If the one great direct object of true religion is the 
protection of natural mghts, then we must have a natural 
religion to acomplish it. Natural rights never have been, 
and never will be, protected under artificial religions ; and 
the fuct that they are cloven down the earth over, is conclu- 
sive evidence that artificial eo prevail the earth over. 
Friend of Temperance, friend of Peace, friend of Freedom! 
work on against Intoxicating Drinks, and War, and slavery, 
but flatter yourselves with no hope of permanent or exten- 
sive success—until the current religion has been supplant- 
ed by the religion of nature. Seeker of reform in polities ! 
the current religion blocks up your way, also. Corrupt 
and crazy as are our politics, they are nevertheless, no 
worse than our religion. Nay, they are always one with it. 
The State is never more retten than the Church.” 

The ground was here distinctly and defiantly taken, by 
Gerrit Smith, as a political Reformer, that the belief in the 
divine authority of the Bible, must be “supplanted by the 
religion of nature” as set forth in the “three Discourses,” 
before any political reform could take place, either perma- 
nent or extensive. And he virtually summoned the friends 
of Temperance, of Peace, and of Freedom, to enlist with 
him, in that enterprize. 

We cannot help understanding the Letter to the Syra- 
cuse Convention, as looking to the same object. It breathes 
the same spirit. It partakes of the same discouragement 
in respect to political action against Intemperance and Sla- 
very, until “the current religion” shall have been first over- 
thrown. It advises little expenditure of labor and money 
for the former, in comparison with the /atter. 

The convention publishes the Letter with its proceedings. 
One or two of the Resolutions,apparently from the same 
writer, employs similar language. Standing by themselves 
and construed as, from our stand point, we might construe 
them, we could agree with them. But construed in the 
light of the Letter and of the “Three Discourses on the Re- 
ligion of Reason” they form a part of a web in which we 
cannot consent to be wrapped. 

Ifthe Liberty Party, having become discouraged in its 
enterprize of direct political action for a national abolition 
of slavery is to fizzle out into a hypothetical disunion party, 
is to make feeble efforts for increasing its votes, and use its 
nominating Conventions for Theological effect, in the en- 
terprise of “supplanting” Bible orthodoxy, by the so-called 
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“religion of Reason,” we must beg to be counted out of the 
circle. 

But we do not believe that the Liberty party will enter 
upon any such enterprise. We do not believe that the Con 
vention deliberately intended it. We do not attribute to 
any One present, a deliberate design to transform the par- 
ty into a theological, or rather anti-theological engine, a- 
gainst the Bible. We are tracing the natural tendencies of 
things, and looking at the facts, as to us, they seem to exist. 
The Convention was small. It had little time to deliber- 
ate. The members were of diverse Theological sentiments. 
What took place was not the result of calculation and con- 
sultation. It was rather the natural working of causo and 
effect. Lack of faith had produced despondency ; this, in 
turn, had generated still deeper unbelief. Both together, 
had pushed reformers into diverging races after expedients. 
The failure of one expedient after another, had, at length, 
precipitated at least one leading mind upon the ultimate 
expedient, that of “supplanting” Bible religion, by the “re- 
ligion of reason,” in which all calculations of expediency, 
in rivalry of absolute Right, as demanded by the Bible 
have their origin. . 

In Europe, near the close of the last century, a terrible, 
but instructive drama was enacted. The despotisms of a 
corrupt State, upheld by a corrupt church, roused human 
nature itself to resistance. Other expedients had failed. 
The final one was the expedient of overthrowing, not only 
a corrupt church, but the Bible itself, that had been claimed 
and that was absurdly regarded as the foundation of that 
church. “The religion of reason”so called, was enthroned 
on the ashes of the execrated Bible. It had its day. It 
produced its natural fruits. The original despotism was 
overthrown, and successive and bloodier despotisms rose 
and fell, in succession, one after “another. Why was this? 
The “supplanting” of the religion of the Bible, by the so- 
called “religion of Reason,” (as distinguished from that of 
the Bible,) was the “supplanting” of the revealed will of 
God, the law of absolute, authoritative, immutable Rieu, 
by the supremacy of human reason, by calculations of the 
expedient, by estimates of probable consequences and re. 
sults. Nothing else could have happened: nothing else can 
ever happen, in such a case. No people ever threw off the 
authority of God’s word, and retained any authoritative rule 
of duty, or any guide of action, but calculations of expedi- 
ency. Through all the confused and bloody scenes of French 
anarchy, the so-called religion or Philosophy of Reason, 
with its ethics of utility, expediency, and calculations of 
consequences, reigned supreme—and history, for our beno- 
fit, has recorded the results. Thus admonished, with Bibles 
in their hands, and with the habit of reverently reading 
them, the great majority of American Abolitionists, will 
not tread the same path. Well will it be for the church 
and the State, in America, if, heeding the voice of history, 
and doing works meet for repentance, they shall prevent 
the irreligious masses, educated and uneducated, white and 
colored, bond and free, from resorting to the terrible reme- 
dy of the French revolutionists.—That remedy is not ours / 

As for attempting to supplant the religion of the Bible, 
by a “religion of Reason” too feebly developed, or too im- 
perfectly exercised, not to have discovered the divine author- 
ity of the Bible, we must first throw away our reason, before 
we could harbor the thought of it. To attempt it as a 
means of bringing the people up tothe duty of voting against 
slavery and the rum traffic, we should regard as singularly 
suicidal. It was from the Bible we learned that “it is not 
for Kings to drink wine, nor Princes strong drink.” By 
the Bible we were first taught the duty of choosing wise 
and good rulers, to rule the people with just judgement, 
and that he that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in 
the fear of God. We have never heard of a people with- 
out the Bible, who used the ballot-box for the abolition of 
slavery. And we know of very few now, who do it steadi- 





ly, except in obedience to the divine command in the Bi- 
ble. 

In casting our votes hitherto, we have not been careful to 
scrutinize closely the theclogical beliefs of the candidates. 
We have known few, if any, among professedly Orthodox 
Christians, who have done so. We never supposed that 
John Quincy Adams, a known Unitarian, ever lost a dozen 





known Universalist, is, to-day, the political oracle of per- 





Orthodox votes, on that ground. And Horace Greeley, the | 
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haps, two-thirds of the so-called orthodox ministers jy the 
Free States. Hitherto, unless with a portion of the “Am. 
erican” party, we have known of no attempts to rally or tp 
manage a political party for theological purposes 

Are we now to have the first example of that kind, in our 
National politics? Ifso, we shall find it nec ts be. 
examine the subject of voting. We shall feel quite at jj, 
erty to withhold our support from a candidate, whose eg, 
nected theological and political beli@s, impel him to 
claim the necessity of “supplanting” our theological belief 
in the divine authority of the Bible, by his own belief in 


on”—as the only means of securing extensive and perma, 
ent political reforms—a candidate who communi 
through the nominating conventions of a political party, his 
conviction that a less amount of labor and funds should }. 
expended for securing votes, than for the “supplanting” 
process in which he is engaged. We shall fear no liber) 
and intelligent charge of bigotry and exclusiveness, fi, 
having declined to join in a political crusade against og 
own most cherished religious principles, on the ground of 
which we stand, as reformers. Our friend Gerrit Smith, 
himself, certainly, will oot thus charge us. He knows thy 
we do not question the sincerity of his religious and polig. 
cal convictions: and he will not question ours. He claims 
the right of utterance and of action, in consistency with his 
convictions. And he will accord the same right to us, Ou 
mutual friendship of thirty years standing, cemented ty 
more than a quarter of a century of active co-operation and 
mutual counsel, will be strong enough to survive this ho. 
est difference of opinion, towards the close of our labors, 
it has survived our earnest differences in years past. We 
have indeed deprecated the necessity of this frank expos, 
and have dreaded the task. But we have not conceived the 
possibility, nor anticipated the contingency of its disturbing 
the friendship between ourselves and Gerrit Smith. 
an conn atin os cane EE 
ILLINUIS STATE CONVENTION. 
NOTICE. 


There will be a State Radical Abolition Convention hold. 
en in the town of Lexington, Mc Lean County, Illinois, 
the nineteenth day of September, (Wednesday,) ‘at I0, 
o’clock A. M., for the purpose of nominating State Elecun 
to support the Nominees of the Radical Abolition Pary 
for President and Vice President of the United States, ad 
also for the purpose of effecting a complete organization of 
the party throughout the State, for the coming campaip. 


State should either be present or send in his name wit 
Post-Office address. Please address all letters to Joux W. 
Manan, Acting Secy., “of State Central Committee, Lexing- 
ton Ills.” 


Signed. Joun Hosack, 


Dr. J. Stout, 
G.W. Bassett, 
H. H. Hinman, Pontiac, Ills. 
Joun W. Mauay, Lexington, Ills 


Acting State Central Committe. 
Dated, Lexington, Ills., Aug. 24, 1860. 
pA TE. . Re 
OHIO STATE CONVENTION. 


All who are unwilling, by their votes, to recognise Lav 
for American Slavery are, without respect to color, hereby 
notified that there will be a Convention of RapIcaL ABOLI 
TIoNISTS in Oberlin, Lorain Co., Ohio, Oct., 3rd (Wedoe 
day), at 1014 o’clock A. M. for the purpose of nominatiig 
Electors for President and Vice President of the Unitel 
States, on the Radical Abolition ticket, and to attend to ay 
other business that may be necessary. 

All the friends are requested to be present either in pers 
or by Delegates or letter. A full meeting is desired. 

Letters may be directed to T. B. MeCormick, Box 8 
Oberlin, Ohio. 


Ottawa, Ills. 


O. M. Brown, East Toledo Ohio. 
W. A. Hunter, Bryan, " 
Grorce Gorpov, Itura. 
J. P. Barpwe tu, Oberlin, Ohio. 
T. B. McCormick. - 


—_—___—_—__>—_—_44.¢—. = —__-—____--—- 


From Mexico, we learn that Gen. Miramon was 3 oe 
| Capital raising another army. The Liberals were pressing 
| on, with the determination of driving him out. 


“ 





the paramount authority of his so-called “religion of reg, . 


It is desirable that every Radical Abolitionist in te, 
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Tur PaockEDINGS OF THE Syracuse Co xvenTion, with 
Gxanit SmitH’s Letter, and our Review of them, occupy 
so much space this week, that we must be sparing of other 
Editorisls.—Our Correspondents, too, have been crowded 
out of their accustomed place. Next week we hope to give 
them room again, 80 far as our limited space will permit. 

ee eee 

Iv Vermont the spirit of Radical Abolition is not ex- 
tinct. We have had an invitation to attend a Convention 
there, at some early day. We do not expect to be able to 
attend, but trust there will be a good gathering of earnest 


ue. _—> —~<1 





§,M. Boorx. Another unsuccessful attempt has been 
made, to arrest Mr. Booth, at Ripon. The Country farm- 
ers assembled in great numbers, and the Federal Officials 
were glad to get off, with whole skins, and under a promise 
to quit the infamous undertaking, altogether. This is the 
“Spirit of ’76”—Liet it only be carried to the ballot box, 
and the remedy would be, at once constitutional, peaceful 


and effectual—a simple substitute for the cartridge box. 
———_—_ >= se 
Iv Onto, a State Abolition Convention is to be held soon. 
—See Notice of the same. 


a 
IS SLAVERY RESTRICTION IN THE TERRITORIES 
ABANDUNED? 


So it would seem. Read the “Important news from Con- 
wr first thought, it appears strange that so important a 
transaction in Congress, should have found no place in the 
prominent Journals of either of the political parties. But on 
reflection, we see reasons for its suppression. It would not do 
for the Republican editors to inform the anti-slavery part of 
their readers, that slavery-limitation had been unanimously 
abandoned by their representatives in Congress. The Demo 
cratic editors, of both wings of the party, wish their people to 
believe that the Republicans are abolitionists, and that their 
success at the election, would hazard the Union. And so it 
would not do to tell them that the Republicans had aban- 
doned slavery restriction in the Territories. And the Bell- 
Everett Union editors, know that their Union-saving avoca. 
tion would fail them, if it were known, that the Republicans 
had abandoned even the last, the only anti-slavery plank in 
their platform, the exclusion of slavery from the Territories. 
Ail the parties, therefore, had motives for keeping the facts 
out of sight. 

We see now, why the 8th Resolution of the Chicago Plat 
form, was made so ambiguous and evasive ; neither squarely 
afirming nor denying the intention of the party to exclude 
slavery trom the Territories. It may be read either way, as 
fature convenience may require. f 
For “ The Principia.’’ 

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. 
NO, XI. 

Is there any essential difference, natural, moral, or con- 
stitutional, between the theory that merely demands the non- 
extension of slavery and that which favors its extension ? 
Or can the mere non-extensionist, resting on either natural, 
moral, or constitutional grounds, offer an argument conclu- 
sive against extension, and not at the same time, fatal to 
the theory of non-intervention ? 

First, try natural, or moral ground. Why is it the duty 
of the National Government to prevent the extension of sla- 
very? Because slavery is lawless outrage against the rights 
of humanity, which it is the mission of Government to pre- 
vent. The best possible reason, truly, but equally good for 
abolition. Who is absurd enough to say that Government 
morally bound to prevent the extension of outrage, but 
has no right to interfere with it, where it is already estab- 
lished? The establishment of natural justice, requires the 
non-extension, and the abolition of slavery alike. 

Now, to the Constitution. Do not skip -the preamble. 


Which of its objects forbids the extension of slavery, but | ¥ 


does not require its abolition? Not one. Pass on, then, to 


ts provisions. Put your finger on the one that forbids the | 
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tence. You look for it in vain. The Constitution forbids 
wrongs, but nowhere limits them. Where, then, Mr. Non- 
Exiensionist is your ground to stand upon? If you reject 
abolition, where are your arguments against extension ? 
Nowhere. Concede the Constitutionality of existing sla- 
very, and your power may be defied, to show that its ex- 
tension is unconstitutional. Admit that Government can- 
not, on the ground of natural right, abolish slavery, and 
you throw away your armor for fighting against extension. 
Rights, either natural or Constitutional, are not local. 
Whatever you have a right to own as property, whether it 
be a watch or a horse, or a man, you have a right to own 
in any State or Territory you please, and neither the Na- 
tional Government, nor any State Government may touch 
your right, otherwise than to protect it. 

Non-extension will never stop slavery. If Argus had a 
hundred eyes, slavery has at least as many, always open to 
discover the means of spreading itself. A national senti- 
ment that can tolerate existing slavery, is sure to lack the 
energy and sleeplessness necessary to baffle its tremendous 
power of expansion. While non-extension, as a doctrine, 
does little or nothing to hinder slavery, non-intervention 
protects it, by securing to it undisputed possession of every 
inch of ground it gains. Non-intervention is like the in- 
strument called a dog, used to prevent motion backwards 
Slavery once extended by any means, however unconstitu- 
tional, is treated as existing by constitutional right, and not 
to be disturbed. 

In defiance of all laws of construction, the Constitution 
has been wrested from its noble purpose of justice and 
right, and made to conform to the tyrant’s will. Whoever 
swears to support it, as wrested, swears in favor of slavery. 
Swearing thus, is to repudiate the higher law of right, for 
you cannot follow the guidance ot right, while you are sup- 
porting pro-slavery constructions. Sworn to support such 
constructions, you trample on that law. In such a position, 
how can you, either in Congress or elsewhere, employ your 
powers of eloquence and argument aguinst the unrighteous- 
ness of slavery? You have a beam in your eye. You are 
yourself the slaveholder’s accomplice. Pull out that beam. 
Away with the miserable fiction of understandings and com- 
promises, and, standing up like a man, support the Consti- 
tution just as you read it. Point to the preamble and lib- 
erty provisions and tell the slavehoJder that, as a party 
in the political compact, those are his own words. Demand 
of him to act in good faith, by carrying his own voluntary 
engagements into effect. Bid him repeal oppressive enact- 
ments, pay his laborers honestly, and respect their marital 
and parental rights. Supported by “the eternal laws of 
right, and the concurring mandates of the Constitution it- 
self, when properly interpreted,” you may deal heavy blows 
against slavery, but do not be so senseless as to think of 
stopping its progress, while you are sworn in its favor. 

a Ps I. 8. 
POLITICAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION IN THE 
CITY OF WORCESTER, MASS, 


An adjourned meeting of the Political Anti-Slavery Con- 
vention, which met in the city of Boston, on the 29th day of 
May last, will be held in the city of Worcester, on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, the 19th and 20th days of September 
next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The object of this Convention is to consider the propriety 
of organizing « J’olitical Party upon an Anti-Slavery inter- 
pretation of the U. S. Constitution, with the avowed ur- 
pose of abolishing slavery in the States, as well as Jerri- 
tories of the Union. At its former meeting, resolutions set- 
ting forth the great principles of liberty and equality which 
must underlie and permeate a political movement, to enti- 
tle it to the confidence and support of the friends of freedom, 
were introduced and discussed, but without taking action 
upon them, the Convention adjourned to meet in the city of 

orcester, at the call of the President and Chairman of the 
Business Committee. 

In discharging the duty thus devolved upon us, we. now 
make an appeal to you, fellow-citizens, lovers of freedom of 
both sexes, in behalf of four millions of enslaved country- 
men, who, in the name of justice and a common brother- 
hood, demand their liberty at your hands. 

Nearly an entire 0 een wear has passed away since the 
commencement of the present Anti-Slavery agitation, and 
et slavery is still triumphant over our whole land! ‘There 
is not yet a single foot of soil, in all this broad Republic, on 
which the escaping slave ean stand, and feel that he is free ! 





There is not yet in existence a political party, (if we ex- 
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= extension of slavery, otherwise than by forbidding its exist- | cept a meagre local organization ina single State,) which 


does not avow the purpose to wield the Nation- 
al sword in defence of the bloody slave system, wherever 
it exists under State jurisdiction! The Church is still in 
league with the tyrant, with both her heels upon the necks 
of his helpless victims: We have had discussions upen the 
character of slavery and the sources of its power, ‘till the 
whole subject is thoroughly understood by all who have 
any disposition to investigate. What now remains for us, 
therefore, is action. Our only hope of success is in translat- 
yn Stead sentiments into statutes, and coining our words into 
leeds. 

What the slave demands of us is protection. It is not 
enough that we stand aloof from his oppressors—that we 
have ‘No union with slaveholders.’ e can only make 
good our claim to be regarded as his friends, by threwin 
around his liberty and rights the legal safeguards on which 
we depend for the protection of our own. 

For this purpose, we invite to this Convention all who de- 
sire to see the principles of the Declaration of 'ndepen- 
dence incorporated into the administration of our National 
Government, and our country thus purged of the hypocrisy 
which has made its very name a reproach to the cause of 
freedom, in all lands! 

We especially desire the presence and co-operation of 
those who are not content with mere words, but prefer 
to prove their faith by their works. Here is a field in 
which the largest powers will find ampel scope. 

Come! you who have hitherto stood aloof from this holy 
enterprise, because its leaders presented no ‘plan’! Here 

ou will see presented a plan which is at once morally 
Just, politically consistent, and practically efficient. 

Come! you who minister at the altars of our religion, 
and aid us in erectivg a political platform on which yuu 
can stand, and act for the protection of your own rights, 
without thereby becoming accomplices and abettors in the 
crime of enslaving millions of your countrymen. Come, 
and help us +; out the deep infamy which now covers 
your churches, for their support of a government which le- 
galizes the sale of American Women in its Capital, and pro- 
tects the infamous practice iu half the States of the Union ! 

Come! you who profess to take the Christian Scriptures 
as the rule of yoar faith and practice, and no longer stand 
before the world identified with parties which openly con- 
temn the divine command, ‘Thou shall not deliver unto his 
esas the servant which is escaped from his master unto 
thee.’ 

Come! you who, on account of your sex, are excluded by 
all existing parties from your God-given right to partici- 
pate in the management of political affairs. We tly 
need the aid of your superior moral instincts in the difficult 
experiment of laying the foundations of a party in which 
not sex, nor color, but superior merit shall be the passport 
to preferment. 

Come! especially, you whose hearts are yet warm with 
the generous impulses of uncorrupted youth, Aid us, b 
your inspiring presence and ardent zeal, in this sublime ef- 
fort to re-construct the rotten fabric of our Republic, that 
we may have the happiness of bequeathing to you, our 
children, a National Patrimony, which you will not blush 
to a at our hands as evidence of a noble ancestry + 

To all who desire to see slavery speedily and peacefully 
abolished, and our beloved country free, united and happy, 
—young and old, men and women, clergy and me ag ws 
we say, Come up to this Convention! Unite your efforts 
with ours in this divine attempt to outlaw the Slave Power, 
and place Justice on the throne. God has given us the 
er; we only lack the wisdom and the will/ The 

loody institution holds its lease of life, today, only from 
the divisions in the ranks of its enemies. 

We aim at unron! Our purpose is to present to the 
ublic a Platform on which all the genuine friends of free- 
om can stand, side by side, without the sacrifice of princi- 

ple, or of honor, each contending with the weapon of hi 
choice, and thus to gather up that vast harvest of scattered 
and dormant anti-slavery feeling which more than a quar- 
ter of a century of seed-growing has produced, and concen- 
trate in one grand, continuous; systematic assault upon the 
citadel of slavery, until its walls shall crumble, and ita: de- 
struction ehall be as signal and complete, as its triumph 
has hitherto been haughty and irresistible. 

Friends of the oppressed ! let our fondest hopes be more 
than realized in your hearty response to this summons to a 
new and untried field of conflict with the Slave Power. 

In behalf of the Convention. 

Joun Prerpont, President. 
Steruen 8S. Foster, C. B. Com. 


Worcester, August 10, 1860. 


For the Principia. 
Bro. GoopEti: I see that Sidney A. Beers, in a letter 
to the State League, has declined the nomination of Lieuten- 
ant Governor, tendered to him by the Ridical Abolitionists 
of this State. I hereby suggest that the name of Jeseph 
Plumb, of Cataraugus County, be placed in nomination, to 
fill the vacancy. Yours in haste, 
W. W. Cnapman, 

Chairman of the State Ventral. Committee. 

MrinetTOo, Sept. 10th, 1860. 


We think the suggestion a good one, and presume it. will 





be acted upon in the printing of the tickets —Epitor. 
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FURTHER NEWS FROM KENTUCKY. 
FRESH PERSECUTION OF W. 8. BAILEY. 


Wa. S. Battery, Editor of the Free South, Newport, Ken- 
tucky, who had jast recommenced its publication, has been 
arrested on a charge of publishing an incendiary paper, and 
held te bail, in the sum of $1,000, to appear before the Cir- 
cuit Court, in November Term next. 

J. B. Hallam, Esq., (appointed by Gov. Magoffin, after 
his “chivalrous” leadership in the mobbing of Mr. B’s office 
—not elected by the people,) one of the two magistrates by 
whom Mr. Bailey was examined and held to bail, on this 
charge, was the chosen leader of the mob that destroyed 
the type and press of Mr. Bailey. He had also expressed 
an opinion against Mr. Bailey, in respect to this charge of 
publishing an incendiary paper, and was anxious for the 
prosecution, previous to the examination. 

On both these grounds, Mr. Bailey objected to his sitting 
on the examination, and made a written affidavit sworn to 
before Gec. R. Farons, Notary Public, to this effect. Never- 
theless, Mr. Hallam kept his seat, and acted on the exami- 
nation, though he admitted, in Court, that the statements 
in the affidavit were true. 

We have the above facts from Mr. Bailey himself, in 





person, The following we collect trom his paper, and pre- 


face them with explanations by himself. 


It is at least fair to say here, that this same James R. 
Hallam, advertised in this sheet he so denounces and never 
paid the bill, fifteen dollars. It may be fit for him to say 
that of the “withdrawal of patronage” had been tried and 
found “ineffectual” to stop the paper, and then set in con- 
clave at the head of a mah, and’ be their Captain while they 
destroy it. Of such acts as these, it may be his en ny to 
boast. May we not ask, why is not a paper “built up by our 
citizens” for this Mr. Hallam, the professed Representative 
of “the order-loving citizens of Newport?’ Why build up 
a paper for so bad a man as Bailey, and neglect to build up 
one hor so good a man as Hallam ?—Free South. 





Cuaracter or THE Mosocrats.—J. Q. A. Foster, was 
one of the mob that destroyed the press of W. S. Bailey. 
H. D. Helm, is Sheriff of the County, and absented himself 
from the scene, affording Mr. Bailey no protection. The 
following will show the characters of these gentlemen, by 
their own testimony. 

From the Cincinnati Commercial of Monday, July 30th, 1860. 


Rion Devetopment—The Case of Chas. Waggoner.—At- 
tention is directed to the card from Dr.J. Q. A. Foster, of 
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Srarze or Kuwrvoxy, Campsent County, 83:—Sworn to before 
me, by J. Q. A. Foster, this 29th day of July, 1860. 
I. B. PAYNE, J. P. C. C. 


Let it be remembered that the Bank charter granted by 
the Legislature last winter, to certain parties in Newport, 
was on condition that The Free South newspaper be de- 
stroyed. Hence it has the name of the “Mob-law-charter 
Bank.” One of its conductors was a leading man in the 
mob, and was advertised as one of the “respectable” citi- 
zens of Newport ; although a Kentucky Court decided his 
character not to be worth one cent.—Free South. 

The banker alluded to, here, we understand from Mr. 
Bailey, is James A. Piner, who sued Bailey about seven 
years ago, for $20,000, for showing up his swindling char- 
acter, while Sheriff of his County, but the jury awarded no 
damages. 

Such is one of the men who were advertised as the “re- 


spectable citizens of Newport.” 
emp tel 


IMPORTANT NEWS FROM 'CONGRESS! THE TERRI. 


TORIES! 

| Our readers may think it late in the season to get news 
of the late proceedings of Congress. So it is. But we 
think we can give them some. It is new to us, and we 
think it will be new to most of our readers. It is well 
known that the last few days of the session are always 
crowded with business, that is dispatched in haste, and the 
particulars of which fail to get into general circulation in 
the papers. This comes to us in a pamphlet, sent us from 
a friend in Connecticut. The facts seem to have come out 
in a personal political controversy, but have the appearance 
of being authentic, and are given over a responsible name 
—How. J. A. Rockwe t of Connecticut, formerly a Wuie, 
had come up a Bell-Everitt man, and is accused by the Re- 
publicans of trying to carry ove: the State to “the sham 
Democracy.”—Mr. Rockwell responds in two articles, in the 
Norwich Courier, (Repubiiean) in which, as the Courier re- 
marks, he skulks the question as to his own political consis- 
tency, as having been “in favor of slavery restriction.”— 
But Mr. R. makes reprisals, by showing how the entire 
Republican deiegation likewise “gave up slavery restriction” 
by their vote in Congress, on the Territorial question only 
afew days before the seeming, yet ambiguous re-assertion 
of the principle by the Republican Nominating Convention 











Newport, Ky., under the head of “Personal” in our adver- 
tising columns. It aes to certain matters interesting to 
himself, to Sheriff Helm of Campbell County, and to the pub- 
lic. Dr. Foster tells who shared with him the “blood-money” 
which was realized in the sale of the kidnapped negro, Chas. 
Waggoner. The card requires no comment. It is sworn 
to, and it speaks for itself. 
A CARD. 
Newport, Ky., July 29, 1860. 

My apology for giving publicity to the following facts con- 
cerning some of the acts of H. D. Helm, is that I consider that 
+he manner in which he has treated me has absolved me from 
any obligation longer to shield him or his doings from the pub- 
lic view. I made a verbal statement 0! some of these matters 
a few days since to some of my friends, and [ should not now 
have published them, had I not heard that he has, when I was 
not present, denied the truth of some of my statements. 

I have, as is well known, been a firm supporter of him for of- 
fice even since he first ran for’one, and now because I was un- 
willing to go around endorsing his action in betraying his con- 
etituents at Charleeton and Baltimore, he makes, as he declares, 
4@ personal matter of it. 

Some two years since, this H. D. Helm originated a secret or- 
ganisation, to be composed of several influential Democrats in 
each precinct, who were bound by a written compact to abide 
the will of the majority of the members in all cases, and it was 
their business to see that the conventions in the county were 
packed so as to insure the nomination of the persons previously 
agreed on, and they were pledged to stand by each other and 
keep one another in office. This clique is still in existence, 
nearly all the members are now in office, and all, except per- 
haps two, are supporting the same candidates for office at the 
coming election. 

Any one desirous of seeing who were members of this body, 
will the compact in the possession of Helm, in his own 
handwriting, and his is the first signature to it, unless he has 

recen of it. 
bay Aa ro hag sm this community knows that I purchased 
the colored boy known as Uharles Waggoner, who was sold by 
the Sheriff about the first of June last; but it has not been 
knowa until now, that the Sheriff was in partnership with 
me in that purchase ; yet such is the fact, and we were to share 
equally the profits of the transaction. This will account for 


at Chicago. 

We knew, and fully apprized our readers, of the backing 
down of above two thirds of the Republican Representa- 
tives, in deference to Mr. Ex1 THayer’s squatter sovereign- 
ty proposition—But we were not aware of the subsequent 
backing down of all of them, headed even by our friend Ga- 
LusHA A. Grow, the Chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
tories! To preserve the connection, we give Mr. Rockwell’s 
account of both these transactions.—We have read the prin- 
cipal Republican papers, without learning these facts. If 
any one can contradict or explain them into consistency 
with the continued Republican professary of Territorial re. 
striction, we should like to see it done. 


“During the last session of Congress, Mr. Grow, from 
the Committee on Territories in the House of Representa 
tives, reported bills for the establishment of governments 
for four new territories, in which was inserted a clause pro- 
hibiting slavery. When these bills came up before the | 
House of Representatives, which was only a week or two 
before the meeting of the Chicago Convention, the Hon. Eli 
Thayer, of Mass., a leading Republican member, an agent 
of the Kansas Aid Society, made an able and powerful | 
speech in favor of leaving to the territories the adoption of 
their own systems of internal government, and ridiculin 

the idea that men of the energy, intelligence and practica 
knowledge of the new settlers in our territories should be 
less able to regulate their own affairs than some “puckered 
up” lawyer from Maine or elsewhere, who had a seat in 
Congress. On his motion, the four bills were laid on the 
table by a decided vote of a Republican House of Represen- 


Pt a 
ber. In order to show very distinctly the course 7 
this subject, and prevent all i taken oy 


t i gee @ misa ion, | 
will now give more particularly, from the p bile 
introduced by Mr. Grow, and from the Journal of the Hous 
now before me, the real facts in the case. 

“Five bills were reported from the committee oy territor 
ies by Mr. Grow, the chairman, for the establi on. 

tively, of five territorial governments, to be called, Idaho 
Yevada, Arizona, Dakota and Chippewa. In relation to the 
first of these the entry is as follows in the Journal: 

Mr. Grow, from the committee on territories, reported g bill (i, 
R. 708) to provide a temporary government for the territory ofliy. 
ho, which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Grow moved to amend the same by the insertion of 
sections at the end of the bill, providing for the election of officers 
in certain cases by the people. 

Pending which, Mr. Grow moved that the bill be ree 
Pending which, Mr. Grow moved the previous question, Pe 
which, Mr. Thayer moved that the bill be laid on the table, and the 
question being put, iu was decided in the affirmative---j92 1 
nays.”” The yeas and nays are then given at length. Of the fow 
members from Connecticut, one, Mr. Ferry, voted in the affirmatiy, 


and the other in the negative. 

This was on the 11th of May, 1860, and on the same 
Mr. Grow reported a bill (H. R. 709) for a territorial goveny 
ment for Nevada, and on motion of Mr. Houston, it was aig 
on the table, by yeas—92: nays 74. The votes of the Cop, 
necticut members being as un the former bill. Mr, Groy 
then reported House bill No. 710 for the territorial gover. 
ment of Arizona, to which he then moved the same amend. 
ment as On the first named bill, and on motion of Mr, Thay. 
er, it was, without a division, laid on the table. The sam 
course was pursucd in relation to yr pee and on motiog 
of Mr. Thayer, it was laid on the table without a division, 
In relation to Dakota territory the following is the entry in 
the Journal (p. 826) :— 


Mr. Grow, from the committee on territories, reported a bill (, 
R. 711) to provide a temporary government for the territory of Jy 








kata; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Grow moved to amend the same by adding two addition) 
sections, providing for the election of certain officers by the people, 
Pending which, Mr. Grow, by unanimous consent, submitied an'ob 
= amendment, viz: strike out the proviso at the end of theth 
section. 

Pending which, Mr. Grow moved that the bills be recommitted, 
ae which, on motion of Mr. Thayer, ordered, that the bill be 
aid on the table. 

The proviso which Mr. Grow, by unanimous consent, pro. 
posed to amend by striking out was the same in all the bills 
and was as follows :— 

“ Provided, That whereas slavery has no legal existence in 
said territory, nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
authorize or permit its existence therein.” 

Now this was the only clause in the whole bill in relation 
to slavery, and if stricken out, there was no legislative pro- 
vision on the subject. Not only was Mr. Grow and his com- 
mittee in favor of relinquishing this anti-slavery feature inthe 
bill, but not a single member interposed any objection to 

ive him leave, out of order, to introduce the amendment, 

he objection of one member would have prevented it. 

The proposition, then, by the Republicans in Congress,to 
strike out this proviso, was a deliberate abandonment of their 
avowed principles on this subject. All the five bills wer 
laid on the table, and in the cases of three of them withouts 
division being calledgor. It became evident that no ter 
torial bill with this provision in it, could pass, and they 
abandoned the provision. 

Why, then, six days afterwards, on the 17th ofthe same 
month of May, did the Republican Convention at Chicago 
adopt, at a caucus, as the main resolution of their platfora, 
that which less than a week before, they had deliberately 
abandoned when called upon to act as legislators? 

They were willing as members of Congress to pass a ter 
ritorial bill, nay, five of them ata time, without any proviso 
limitation or restriction, in relation to slavery whatever, and, 
yet stultify themselves by adopting as the main and only 
practical resolution of their ——— on the subject of slave 
ry, one which is diametrically opposed to such action! Is 
this a mere theory whichis not to be acted upon? Do they 
think it possible to deceive and mislead the public by aay 
such shallow subterfuge and gross deception? Were the 
intelligent lawyers, and respectable gentlemen, of whom 
there were many in that convention, when they adopted this 
resolution, aware of the action of their party in Congress 
this very subject? Did the committee of one from every 
state know what they were about when they reporte 
resolution? If so, do they think the members of their owt 
party are so blinded, and so easily misled, as not to 
through this shallow device? If not, how do they excu® 
themselves, as able lawyers and honorable men, for 





tatives, in the face of a declaration on the part of the mover | 
that another territorial government ought not, and never | 
would be, established.” 

This agrees, substantially, with the records we have be- | 
fore published. 
the final action of the Republican Representatives on the 
restriction clause of the bill—which is quite new to us. 

“In my former communication I referred to the action of 
the House of Representatives on the territorial bills intro- 
duced by Mr. Grow from the Committee on territories, in 
order to show that, only a short time before the adoption 


of the platform at Chicago, when the matter was one of 
practical legislation,a precisely contrary course had been 








some things that before were not understood by the a 
J.Q. A. TER. 





adopted on the motion of a very leading Republican mem- 





openly denouncing such manifest double dealing? Is it not 
manifest, either that they have been deceived themselves 
that they mean to deceive others? , 
“If these bills had been passed with this proviso stricken 
out, the subject of slavery would have been left to territor 


In his second Letter, Mr. Rockwell gives’! ial legislation. 


“The Republicans, then, in Congress, have deliberatel 


| abandoned the very restriction on slavery, which they 
y 
| as deliberately inserted in five bills. 


“The principle which they have thus abandoned is t 
only principle of any significance in their platform. 
have nothing to stand upon, they have nothing to fight about. 
Their whole stock in trade has been disposed of. %s 
whole platform on slavery is what Mr. Benton called, , 

atibulary structure with a noose above and a drop below: 
n view of these facts, and this course of the party 12 Com 
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THE PRINCIPTIA. 














i i the territories, all the talk about opposi- 
ee to. canes ‘cstonsions" that “slavery is cutinnel, and 
patina national,” &c., is the merest verbiage and declama- 
jon in the w on, which must be despised by any man of 

intelligence and candor. 


ordina’ : 
i some member of the party inform us 
ape g te ot do on the subject of slavery if your 


= Jon etal ? If in a majority in both Houses what 
Lands be your le islation on the subject? What bill or act 


nm would you pass? Do you say that you desire 
° ame the pared en Tf slavery in the territories ? With 
os face or truth or sincerity can you say this, when you 
— ready to pass o batch of territorial bills without any 
restriction on slavery whatever ?” 
--—~- or + 
TERRIBLE DISASTER. 


One of the most startling and ghastly catastrophes yet 
marking the dangers of the deep is recorded in our columns. 
The steamer Lady Elgin, in the Lake Superior line, which 

icago on Friday night at 11140’clock, was run into 
abe oo athenk pon Bg Waukegan, about ten miles 
from shore, at 214 o’clock on Saturday morning, and sunk 
in twenty minutes in three hundred feet of water, havin 
on board between three hundred and fifty and four hundre 
ngers, over three hundred of whom were drowned. 
Among the passengers were the Union Guard of Millwau- 
kee, forming part of two hundred and fifty excursionists of 
that city—a terrible blow to a single place. The vessel 
struck the steamer at the midships gangway, on the lar. 
board side. At the time, dancing was going on in the for- 
ward Cabin. The provision of boats to save the passen- 
gets, nd the guardianship generally against disaster, ap- 
pear to have been of the average bad kind.—T'ribune. 





EUROPE. 


Advices from Europe, two days later, are received by the 
City of Washington. She left Liverpool on the 30th ul. 
The British Parliament was prorugued on the 29th. The 


Queen, in her parting speech, which was read by the Lord 
Chancellor, says that the relations of the Government with 
Foreign Powers are satisfactory, and believes that so long 
as the Italians are left to settle their own difficulties, the 
general peace of Europe will not be disturbed. She la- 
ments the late atrocities in Syria, and expresses her willing- 
ness cheerfylly to co-operate with the other Powers in as- 
sisting the Sultan of Turkey to re establish order. She re- 

ts the failure of negotiations with China, and says that 
the provisions of the treaty of Tien-tsin will be enforced. 
She closes with an expression of her satisfaction of the man- 
ner in which the Prince of Wales has been received in 
the North American Provinces. Latest dispatches from the 
scene of the Italian revolution, enort that the Royalists 
had again been defeated in Calabria. A report was current 
at Paris, that the King of Naples had taken refuge on board 
a man-of war, but the report needs confirmation. Another 
report states that the Pope had expressed his willingness to 
re to the Italian Dealbiecbilon but this, too, needs veri- 

ng. 


—_$>—-2 


Maine Evection.—The Republicans have carried the 
State Election in Maine, against the combined forces of the 


opposition. This inspires the party, elsewhere, with fresh 
confidence. 





> —te ee 

Walker’s expedition to Truxillo has ended, as did all his 
other filibustering enterprises. The captain of an English 
vessel commanded him to leave the town, and he left, halt- 
ing a short distance below, with some 20 or 30 followers, 


whither he was pursued by the natives. His fate is un- 
known. 

—————~<+- o> - 
REMARKABLE HEALTH AND LONGEVITY. 


About the year 1806, Isaac Beals and Lydia Beals, hus- 
band and wife, moved from Massachusetts to the chen Dis- 
trict of Maine, and settled in the town of Greene. Isaac 
was born Jan. 21, 1760, and died August 29, 1837, aged 
therefore 77 years. He was engaged in the hevolutionary 
war, and was therefore a Pensioner.—Lydia was born May 
4, 1766, and died in Nov. 1841, aged therefore, 75 years. 
Unto Isaac and Lydia, were born the following children ; 


Nathan, July 1, 1788. 
Lydia, July 5, 1790. 
Isaac, June 11, 1792. 
Luther, Dec. 30, 1794. 
Benjamin, Feb. 2, 1797. 
Peres, April 30, 1799. 
John, ct. 15, 1801. 
George, March 27, 1804. 
Cyrus, Oct. 15, 1806. 


All th —™ March 22, 1809. 
in fone ten children are now living, and most of them 
ee, County. We doubt much if another fami- 
4p e State, or in New England even, can show a rec- 
“ be, remarkable for health and longevity. No one has 
y' n taken from that family band of nine brothers and 


— 


One sist i 
old yes 4 the yongest one is now about fifty years 


. A 
Fanily Miscellany. 
From The Northern Independent. 
THE WRECK OF THF SLAVER. 
The mad waves tossed their caps of foam 
On the wild, barren beach ; 


The dark sea to the sullen sky, 
Upheaving, strove to reach ; 


When the doomed Slave-ship drifted on, 
Nor knew the rocks beneath, 

But deemed she bore her human freight 
To a fate more dire than Death! 


But hark! a cry upon the gale, 
A wild and anguished cry: 

‘* Breakers!" Aye, scourge of Afric’s coast, 
And dost thou fear to die? 


Breakers! the fatal bark is lost, 
Her groaning timbers riven, 

And wild shrieks rise, so wild, ’t would seem 
They'd rend the leaden heaven! 


Then lowered the Pirate and his crew 
The life-boat to the wave, 

Nor reached the helpless captive’s cry, 
Nor e’en essayed to save! 


But one, less hardened than the rest, 
Turned backward to the wreck, 

And nobly set the captives free, 
Beneath the straining deck. 


The wreck went down. The angry sea 
Engulphed the fragile boat; 

Only some light spar here and there, 
Kept some poor life afloat! 


The white men called on God, and sank 
Despairing to their graves ; 

Their dark-browed victims lived awhile, . 
And fought the hungry waves ;— 


Bethought them of their far offhome, 
Then of the Slaver’s marts, 

Then took the Freedom Death had brought, 
And sank with fearless hearts! 


One pale, lone star looked fearfully 
Down on the Ocean’s gloom, 

Where the injured and the guilty had 
One winding-sheet, one tomb. 


et ci ee, el 
From the Water Cure Journal. 
THE TEMPLE OF GOD. 
OUR DUTY AS CHRISTIANS RESPECTING IT. 
BY F. B. 

[We are glad to avvil ourselves of this opportunity to 
present the Scriptural as well as the Christian view of our 
duties, in regard to the laws of life and health. We think 
our correspondent has “come to the point,” and indicated 
very plainly what are our duties as good citizens or Chris- 
tians.— Eps. W. C. J.] 

I speak not of temporary fabrics reared by human hands, 
although I sacredly revere every place consecrated to the 
worship of the Majesty of the universe. But that to which 
I refer is thus described in the divine word: “Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God?” Thus investing hu- 
manity with a dignity, the debasing of which can be noth- 
ing less than insult to the Deity who is its author, and 
claims it as His residence. I bless God that He has be- 
stowed such wondrous love upon us that we are called His 
children ; and as avowed disciples of Christ we consider it 
our duty and glorious privilege to use all dilligence for the 
advancement of our souls in the divine life, anticipating 
with delight their eternal expansion in the exalted enjoy- 
ments of heaven. But is not the fact too often forgotten, 
that “your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost,” and that 
it, too, is to exist for ever, having been “changed and fash- 
ioned like unto His glorious body?’ Surely “our eye 
should be single, that our whole body may be full of light.” 

My attention has been powerfully awakened to the duty 
of preserving and promoting health, as a blessing given by 
our Maker, for the care of which we shall be required to 
give account. This is inculecated in many passages of in- 
spired truth, a few of which I wish you seriously to con- 
sider, remembering that, “all scripture is given by inspira- 
tion, and is profitable for instruction,” etc. Let us begin 
with one which it would seem is so comprehensive that not 
another word would be needed to make duty plain 
‘Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God.” What though it was spoken 
in regard to idol sacrifices, does not “whatsoever” include 
every act, both great and small, of every-day life? and is 
not here contained the true and only motive and principle 
by which the Christian should desire or is at liberty to regu- 
late his conduct? You, my brother, ask our heavenly 
Father to bless the food with which your table is loaded, 





expressing gratitude for the bounties received at His hand. 





sbi 





True, He furnishes the material for your sustenance ; but if 


prepared as food usually is, to suit an unnatural vitiated 

appetite, the good qualities of the grains or fruits are im- 

paired, consequently the system is deprived of the neurish- 

ment which, in their natural state, they are exactly adapted | 
to supply. Or articles are used which in their very nature 

are positively injurious, and therefore not designed fer feod, 

and thus, for the sake of gratifying the taste, an indigesti- 

ble compound is forced upon the stomach, the main effects of 
which are nervousness, irritability, and general poor health, 

which will eventually result in premature death, or at least 

a disgraceful wreck of the noblest work of God, His tem- 

ple. Now, is it not solemn mockery, nay, more, a gross in- 

sult, to ask our Creator to bless to our good that whieb we 

ought to know will be an injury, destroying His workman- 

ship? I am aware that many worthy, sincere Christians 

are bringing upon themselves disease and suffering, because 

they are not enlightened in regard to the laws our Creater 

has established in connection with our being. For let us 
not for a moment suppose that the infinitely wise Maker of 
all things would give laws for the regulation of all inani- 
mate nature, and leave the highest rank of His intelligent 

beings to the cruel mercies of a depraved appetite. 

To such as have been blindly violating the simple, yet im- 
portant rules so essential to health and the nearest approx- 
imation to physical perfection, I offer this admonition, that 
they may be led to “come to the light, that their deeds may 
be made manifest.” But there are those who are cenvicted, 
but still appetite and passion hold sway. In obedience to 
the injunction of the apostle, I “exhort you, lest any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” Remember, 
“If you know your Lord’s will, and do it not, you shall be 
beaten with many stripes.’ “The grace of God teaches 
to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts.” “He that 
saith he abideth in Christ, ought himself also so to walk 
even as He walked,” and, “He pleased not himself,” but 
“His meat was to do the will of His Father.” Remember, 
the laws of your physical being are as certainly the laws of 
God as are those recorded by the pen of inspiration, and “Sin 
is the transgression of the law.” “How shall we that are 
dead to sin live any longer therein ?” 

Let us rouse from such debasing servitude to depraved ap- 
petites ; open our minds and receive the light so clearly shin- 
ning, that we may know the “will of God concerning us,» 
both spiritually and physically ; and let us no longer de- 
grade the dwelling of our immortal spirit, but seek its high- 
est culture. “Be temperate in all things.” Freely admit 
to our dwellings the pure air of heaven ; avail ourselves of 
the crystal fount nature has provided for our refreshment 
and cleansing. In every sense, “present soul and body a 
living sacrifice” to “Him who indicated so clearly, by both 
precept and example, the true path of life. 

Norwicu, N.Y. 


Ot 

TrutH.—Doth the moon stay herself to lecture every dog: 
that bayeth at her? Doth the lion turn aside to rend each 
cur that barketh at him? Do the stars cease to shine be- 
cause the nightingales reprove them for their dimness? Or 
doth the sun stop inits course, because of the officious cloud 
which vails it ? Or doth the river stay because the willow dip- 
peth its leaves into tle waters? Ah? no; God’s universe moves 
on, and if man will oppose it, it heeds them not. , It is as 
God hath made it; it is working together for good, and. it, 
shall not be stayed by the censure nor moved on by the 
praise of man.— Spurgeon. 

So say we, when engaged in promulgating a great truth, 
founded on nature, we have no time to stop to debate the 
question, but simply to announce principles, and to put oth- 
ers on the track for investigation —The Water Cure Jour. 

So say we, of the first principles of religion, morals, gov- 
ernment, and the economy of life.—Principia. 
op 
Once there lived an old couple, known far and wide for 
their interminable squabbles. Suddenly they changed their 
mode of life, and were as complete patterns of conjugal fe- 
licity as they had formerly been of discord. A neighbor, 
anxious to know the cause of such a conversion, asked the 
wife to explain it. She replied, “I and the old man have 
got on well enough together, ever since we kept two bears 
in the house.” “Two bears!” was the perplexed reply. 
“Yes, sure,” said the old lady, “bear and forbear.” 








Hurrah for that kind of bears ? 
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For The Principia. 
CAUSES AND CURE OF POVERTY. 


CHAPTER I¥. 





HASTE TO BE RICH. 


We have shown, in our third chapter, that, in order to 
avoid poverty, a person must aim at something further than 
merely to keep himself, at the present moment, from starv- 
ing and freezing. We have seen how “the poor Indian,” 
and the poorest class of white people in our cities, for the 
want of some higher aims, seldom rise above a state of ex- 
emption from absolute present destitution, and whenever 
sickness or other untoward circumstances, for a few days, 
overtakes them, they are in distressing want, and have no 
more means of subsistence. 

Perhaps some of our readers may have concluded, from 
this, that we would have them devote all their energies to 
the task of getting rich, as rich as they can, and as quick as 
possible, and give themselves no quiet till they have amass- 
ed independent fortunes. 

But no :—we advise no such thing. This would be rush- 
ing into an opposite extreme—almost or quite as mischiev- 
ous as thoughtlessness and idleness—nay, in some instances, 
even more 80, especially in its bearing on individual charac- 
ter, and the moral interests of society, at large. 

Some may think it strange, when we say that one of the 
greatest causes of poverty, in this country, is the anxiety and 
impatience to get rich. But a little observation and reflec- 
tion will convince any reasonable person that it is so, and, 
that in the nature of the case, it must continue to be so, 
whenever and wherever the propensity is indulged. 

Look at tho facts. Go where you will, you will find that 
large numbers of those who are now in a destitute condi- 
tion, and unable to provide for themselves, were once 
thrifty, in good circumstances, some of them rich, many 
more of them once accounted so, in good business, in good 
credit, and a fair prospect of doing well, for the future. On 
farther inquiry, you will find that many of them failed in 
business, lost their property, became bankrupt, perhaps lost 
their reputation for prudence, and, some of them for hones- 
ty, on account of their mismanagement before their failure, 
or at the time of it, and so have never been able to get 
upon their feet again, have become discouraged, some of 
them porhaps idle and intemperate, and so have settled down 
into @ state of poverty and want. Some of the most heart- 
rending scenes of wretchedness and misery connected with 
physical destitution, are precisely of this character. Who 
that has lived three score years, either in city or country, 
or in both, has not known cases that will rise to remem- 
brance, on reading this general description. And even 
where these extreme results are not reached, it will be found 
that peverty is often caused by an immoderate desire and 
haste te acquire riches. We will relate two familiar cases 
in which worthy and respectable citizens lost their property, 
in this way, and though retaining their respectability, died 
poor. 

A. B. wasan independent New England farmer, and 
might have lived and died such, but for a single mis-step. 
‘One of his sons became too “enterprising” to remain a far- 
mer. He must get rich. He commenced merchant* and 
dashed largely into business. He persuaded his father to 
endorse for him. Inexperience and haste to be rich, soon 
wrecked him. ‘The farm had to be sold, and the father, 
the mother, and the younger children, were left to struggle 
in poverty. Many a thrifty farmer, in middle life, has him- 
self tried the experiment of turning merchant, witb similar 
success. Many a farmer has invested beyond his means, 
in banks, railroads, cotton or woolen factories, business 
with which he was unacquainted, and in the management of 
which he had little or no control, and lost all he had, by 
the “speculation.” How large a proportion of New Eng- 
land farms have been eaten up, and have changed hands 
in this way, we cannot begin to conjecture. But we do 
kuow that it is a great evil, has broken thousands and tens 
of thousands of hearts, changed for the worse, the state of 
society, of morals, and of political influence, in whole re- 
gions of country, sending grim poverty to brood in once 
comfortable families, and over desolated hearth stones. 

C. D. was, from youth, a country store-keeper, was edu- 
cated in his business, understood it, was industrious, frugal, 
honest, acquired a handsome property, was highly respect- 
ed in society, a man of note in his village and county, a 
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member of the Legislatare. Thus he might have spent and 
ended his days. But he was in haste to be rich, though 
rich enough, already, to satisfy any reasonable desire of 
property. He invested in a manufacturing establishment, 
in addition to his other business. For a time it worked, or 
seemed to work well. In an evil hour, for C. D., and for 
thousands of others, a new “protective tariff’ was passed. 
C. D. with thousands, fell into the snare, and shared their 
common fate. He built a new factory, and kept on running 
the old one. The “new tariff’ soon doubled the price of 
the raw material. The doubled production of the fabric 
soon knocked down the price. Like the mariner on a lee 
shore, he found it too late to turn back, certain shipwreck 
to slacken sail, and most appalling, in prospect, to go for- 
ward. But go he must, till the barque of his fortune struck 
the reef—the breakers dashed over him—and all his pro- 
perty, store, house, factories, all, went to the bottom, with- 
out saving a fragment. 
to the city, for employment, to compete with young adven- 
turers for a situation. He obtained one, but ere long, sicken- 
ed and died. 

We might multiply illustrations, almost without number. 
In great cities, like New York, they are too common to 
arrest attention. They are regarded as mere matters of 
course, #8 though their continued recurrence were the 
natural and necessary condition of society. 

But is itso? By no means. It is a wrong to be righted, 
to be preached against, watched against, prayed against. 
One single Scripture text, among many, “Labor not to be 
rich” might serve as a basis for a volume, that should be 
studied at every family fire-side, placed in every work-shop, 
and stand with the Day-book and Ledger, in every countiug- 
house. Like every maxim of God’s word, it would be found 
profitable, for the life that now is, as well as for that which 


is to come. 
> —~<e er < 


EIGHT TU SIXTEEN. 


Lord Shaftsbury recently stated in a public meeting in 


London, that from personal observation he had ascertained | 


that of the adult male criminals of that city, nearly all had 
fallen into a course of crime between the ages of eight and 
sixteen years ; and that if a young man lived an honest life 
up to twenty years of age, there were forty-nine chances in 
his favor, and only one ugainst him, as to an honorable life 
thereafter. 

Thus is it in the physical world. Halfof all who are born 
die under twenty years of age, while four fifths of all who 
reach that age, and die before another score, owe their death 
to causes of disease which were originated in their teens. On 
a careful inquiry, it will be ascertained that in nearly all 
cases, the causes of moral and premature physical death are 
pretty much one and the same, and are laid between the 
ages of “eight and sixteen years.” This is a fact of startling 
import to fathers and mothers, and shows a fearful respon- 
sibility. Certainly a parent should secure and retain and 
exercise absolute control over the child until sixteen ; it can- 
not be a difficult matter to do this, except in very rare cases, 
and if that control is not wisely and efficiently exercised, it 
must be the parents fault ; it is owing to parental neglect or 
remissness. Hence the real source of 98 per cent, of the 
crime of a country such as England or the United States lies 
at the door of the parents. 
throw it before the minds of the fathers and mothers of our 
land, and there leave it, to be thought of in wisdom, remark- 
ing only as to the early seeds of bodily disease, that they are 
nearly in every case sown between sundown and bed time, 
in absence from the fami y circle, in the supply of spending 
money never earned by the spender, opening the doors of 
confectioneries and soda-fountains, of beer and tobacco and 
wine, of the circus, the negro minstrel, the restaurant and 
the dance; then follow the Sunday excursion, the Sunday 
drive, with the easy transition to the company of those whose 
ways lead down to the gates of social, physical and moral 


| ruin. From “eight to sixteen!” in these few years are the 


destinies of children fixed! in forty-nine cases out of fif- 
ty, fixed bythe parent !—Let every father and every mother 
solemnly vow: “By God’s help, I’ll fix my darling’s desti- 
ny for good by making home more attractive than the street.” 


—AHall’s Journal of Health. 
> ~~ oe 
Truth is like a torch, the more it is shaken the more it 


shines. 


It is a fearful reflection; we | 





FIRST BABIES. = 


A somewhat extended observation, and a solitary 
ence, have convinced us that first babies have hard ¢ 
Parents must have two or three children before they know 
whata baby is—know how to treat it, and acquire pat 
sufficient to treat it properly. The poor little fellows thy 
have the misfortune to come along first, have to educate par. 
ents to their task, and in the process they get spanked, ang 
shaken, and abused. After a man has three or four «jy 
dren, he learns that whipping or striking a child less than ty, 
years of age is barbarism. We know one “paternal head” 
who struck his first child when only six weeks old, he ae. 
ually believing that the child knew better than to ry, and 
that he stopped crying at that particular time because jy 
struck him. We carry certain notions of children ang ¢ 
family government into married life, and the first chilg + 


ae peli always the victim of these notions. And not alone of thes 
overty, at three score, drov 


for the parents have not learved self-control, and baby i 
whipped quite as often because the parent is impatien 
or angry as because it is vicious or ivtractable. We intig 
on our first children the floggings we ought to have for oy 
own impatience or fretfulness. This pounding childreg by 
fore they become, in God’s eye, morally responsible beings 
is very strange business. Patience, good people, unweary. 
ing patience! Don’t wait to learn it until one of your litt, 
ones shall be hidden under the daisies.— Spring field Reps 


lican. . 
a a ee 


Summer Diseases.—All these diseases are the results of 
constipation. They are efforts of nature to remove obstry. 
tions. Unless children are so dieted and otherwise treat 
as to obstruct the vital organs in some way, there will lk 
no dccasion for a bowel disease, certainly not for any & 
tal or even dangerous remedial effort of the kind. If th 
skin is kept free by proper attention to bathing, and th 
bowels kept open and regular by a dietary of coarse bread, 
ripe fruits, and plain vegetables, “ summer diseases” will 
have no terrors, if indeed they exist at all—[Dr. Trall. 

—-—_ >_> 

To Crean Parnt.—Smear a piece of flannel with com 
mon whiting, mixed to the consistency of common paste, ix 
warm water. Rub the surface to be cleaned quite briskly, 
and wash off with pure cold water. Grease spots will in 
this way be almost instantly removed, as well as other filth, 
and the paint will retain its brilliancy and beauty wim 
paired. 





WRITINGS OF WILLIAM GOUDELL 


For sale at the office of the Principia : 
DEMOCRACY of CHRISTIANITY, z Vols.,$1 50.......... Postage 30 ct., 
SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY (History of) 1 Vol., $1 00 Postage dte 
AMERICAN SLAVE CODE, 1 Vol., $0 75.................. Postagelée. 
OUR NATIONAL CHARTERS. 
FOR THE MILLIONS. 

I. The Federal Constitution of 1787-9. 

II. The Articles of Confederation, 1778. 

III. The Declaration of Independence, 1776. 

IV. The Articles of Association, 1774. 

With notes showing their bearing on slavery, and the relatin 
powers of the State and National Governments. By Wil 
GOODELL. 

A summary of Legal Rules of Interpretation and Legal opini 
collected from the highest authorities, is prefixed to he Const. 
tion. AN APpprNnpIx contains extracts from State Constitations, 
and Bills of Rights—Ordinance of 1787, excluding slavery from i 
Northwest Territory ; a/so,sentiments of the Revolutionary 


Ce 
Price, Single Copies, 12 cents; if by mail, 15 cents, and at i 
same rate for any number short of 8 copies. 

Eight copies, 4 4 mail, $1,00, or 76 cents, at the Office. 

Twelve copies, by mail, $1.36, or $1,00 at the Office. 

For sale by Witt1amM Goope tt, or M. B. Wittias, Office of th 
Principia, 339 Pearl Street, New York. Terms, Casn, always® 
advance. , 

N.B. All postages on Books, Pamphlets, and Tracts, mnstbe 
at at our Post-O, in advance, so that we cannot answer 
as above, without having received the postage money, as wellas 
price of the publications. 

sa We have no books, pamphlets, or tracts for sale, except 
those advertised, above, and it is not convenient for us to 
orders for any others. 





THE ANALYST. 


A weekly Family Paper, devoted to Temperance, Progress, uf 
Social Improvement, published by M. H. ALLarpr, 197 Supe 


Street, Cleveland, O.---Send for Specimens. 
ae, — 





InrorMATION WANTED.—Bridget O'Neil, from Kilkenny, parish d 
Thomaston, Ireland, now near New York City, wishes to-hear 
her brothers Kairne and Patrick, and sister Catharine, who, & J# 
ago, last June, were living in LaSalle Co., Illinois, but sup 
have removed. A letter directed to her, in care of Wittiam Go? 
ELL. 339 Pearl Street, New York, would reach her. 

aa Will Western Editors please copy. 

— 
D. D. NIGHULSUN, PRINTER, 199 WILLIAM STREBT, NEW YORE 
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